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Report of Supreme iPresibent for 1916 = 17 
Sisters in Mu Phi Epsilon here assembled in the 14th 

Grand Chapter, I am glad to meet you all and I thank 
you for the honor and privilege I have had in serving you 
as Supreme President during the past year. We meet this 
year with our country under the cloud of war. What was 
last year only a possibility has become a reality and by 
next year many of us will have felt the personal sorrow 
that has been the experience of the European women for the 
past three years. Our sympathy and some material help has 
gone out to the sufferers over the seas, now we are to suf
fer too. Each of us can do our own personal part in our 
small way to relieve and help those whom we meet in our 
own circle, but united as we are in Mu Phi Epsilon bonds 
can we not as chapters and as a national body reach out a 
helping hand? We can begin with a liberal donation to the 
Red Cross work. What further can we do during the year, or 
years before we again assemble in Grand Chapter? I put 
this as a question now and wish that suggestions may be 
written and handed to committee No. 9, that we may con
sider them all during floor discussion. 

It seems to me that this convention is necessary that we 
may not only finish up the work outlined for the closing 
year and plan for the coming year, as Mu. Phi Epsilon, by 
making rulings which will be workable under the changing 
conditions of our country, but also what our policy shall be 
toward the fostering of the arts during the time in which 
the country is at war. Humanity must continue through this 
time of war and what is torn down must be rebuilt and this 
applies not only to material things but to intellectual and 
spiritual things as well. During the past half century, learn
ing in all branches has advanced remarkably; but in none 
has this progress been more marked than in music. The 
young girls of today play the concert pieces of the virtuoso 
of our grandfathers' time. If war lasts long there will be 
many who in time of peace might have had a musical 
education deprived of this advantage. What better can we 
as women do than prepare now for the time of peace by 
seeing to it .that the boys and girls of our land are educated 
musically, even when their families must spend only for the 
necessities of life. The Bureau of Education is making a 
plea for the continuation of all school life and let us offer 
more scholarships and* give more private lessons gratis, as 
the needs for this become greater. 
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I do not believe that we should hold convention next year 
and I think we should only make provisional arrangements 
for one in 1919. I think that the vote on petitioning bodies 
should be taken from the chapters and by correspondence in 
order that a possible chapter may not be delayed by waiting 
for a Grand'Chapter vote. 

Now I wish to report my work for the past year, which 
is as follows: Besides the general correspondence devolving 
upon me as President I have sent out ten circular letters to 
council, seven to chapters and two to clubs. 

May 8, 1916, I wrote a letter to Mrs. Hilda Brant Car-
ruth about her certificate and to Mae Norton about certificate 
for Avis Benton, both of Nu chapter. On July 24, 1916, I 
issued the certificate to Mrs. Carruth. I received no reply 
to my letter to Mae Norton which was sent registered. 

As the result of a letter from Mrs. Ida Shaw Martin to 
past supreme president Mary Pfau, stating that Alpha Chi 
Omega was, with the exception of the New England chapter, 
strictly literary and because some Alpha Chis in Gainsville, 
Ga., wished to come in with the reinstatement of our 
chapter Mu, I, after considering the matter with Mary 
Pfau, opened correspondence with Mrs. Loud, President of 
Alpha Chi Omega, in regard to dual membership. At one 
time Alpha Chi required that fifty percent of a chapter be 
musical. This is not a requirement now, but since their 
membership clause reads, "Any woman student of good char
acter having finished a course in a secondary school or its 
equivalent is eligible to membership in Alpha Chi Omega, 
provided she is taking (A) a regular college course leading 
to a degree, (B) a regular course in music," thus making 
their sorority technically half musical. I wrote Mrs. Loud 
that our constitution would not permit of the privilege of 
dual membership. I submitted all this correspondence to 
Council. 

I visited Rho chapter May 27-29, 1916, meeting with the 
members and talking with Madam Von LTnschuld. Owing 
to the fact that Madam Von LTnschuld wished to be ap
pointed to examine all rushees before any such were initiated 
and that she also wished to be censor of all programs 
presented in the name of the chapter and that she is op
posed to sororities, I declared the chapter inactive and now 
recommend that the charter be withdrawn. 

May 30, 1916, I had the pleasure of installing Psi chapter 
in Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pa., detailed report of 
which was given in the November Triangle. 
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I have corresponded with Mrs. Alberti, of Kansas City 
Conservatory, in regard to a chapter there and visited her 
Monday, June 25, 1917. Mr. Cowan, President of the Con
servatory, objects to a chapter there because the petition 
does not include all names which he wishes it to contain. 
Therefore the chapter has not been installed. 

I wrote to Mr. Skeele, Dean of the University of Southern 
California; Mr. Schweikner, of the Western Institute of 
Denver, and Mrs. Ester Houk Allen, of the College of the 
Pacific, San Jose, Cal., votes on petitions from these having 
been taken at the 1916 convention. The two former wrote 
me that conditions were not right for chapters in their 
schools at this time, but that they would keep the matter on 
file. I was unable to get a reply from the College of the Pacific. 

Petitions received this year are from Washington College, 
Washington, D. C.; Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa; 
Simpson College, Indianola, Iowa. I visited Washington 
College while visiting Rho and feel that a chapter will prove 
a success. Drake was introduced by Maurine Gibson, alumna 
of Pi, and Simpson by Miss Nelle Harris, business manager 
of the Lyre of Alpha Chi Omega. From my correspondence 
with these schools I consider each a good location for a 
chapter. 

Other extension correspondence has been with the Uni
versity at Fargo, N. D.; University of Montana, Missoula, 
Montana: Peabody Institute, Baltimore, Md.; University of 
Chattanooga, Athens, Tenn.; and correspondence with Gladys 
Groves, alumna of Chi, in regard to Institute of Musical Art, 
New York, and the Von Ende School of Music, New York. 

I was elected by Council as Mu Phi Epsilon delegate to 
the N. F. M. C. Biennial held in Birmingham, Ala., April 
15-21, 1917. I made a report of our work as a sorority and 
an account of my week is given in full in the May issue 
of the Triangle. 

By my appointment the following visits have been made 
by Council members: 

May 26, 1916—Anna M. Baker reinstated Mu Chapter at 
Brenau College Conservatory, Gainsville, Ga. 

October 12, 1916—Maude Chandler visited Sigma Chapter. 
December 20, 1916—Maude Chandler visited Gamma Chapter. 
February 28, 1917—Harriet Wright visited Eta Chapter. 
April 7, 1917—Maude Chandler visited Pi Chapter. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ROXIELETTIE TAYLOR, 

Supreme President, 1916-1917. 
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their chapters and all Mu Phi much easier through their 
organization. Let us strive to get six girls started in an 
Alumnae club from each chapter this coming year. 

There is a club in Milwaukee of Mu Phis from various 
chapters. They have only five members and are waiting for 
some Alumnae to move to their city so that they may be
come a national club. 

The letters from various members more than express 
their appreciation of the news they get through the Triangle, 
and all send greetings and best wishes to all sisters in Mu 
Phi Epsilon. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ORAH ASHLEY LAMKE. 

££>torp of (EonbetUton 
Lawrence, Kansas, June, 1917, was a very lively place of 

interest for Mu Phis. Our Fourteenth Annual Convention 
opened with a fine attendance, and many happy sisters. 

Tuesday evening, June 26, a reception and informal 
musicale was given at Westminster Hall. A delightful pro
gram was rendered by members of the Fine Arts School. 
Dean Butler gave us an inspiring address of welcome. 

Wednesday, June 27, convention opened formally at Myers 
Hall. The morning passed very quickly, and then came 
our delightful luncheon a#t the Country Club. After luncheon 
came committee meetings, then we were taken back to 
prepare for the concert in the evening. The concert was 
given in Fraser Hall, was splendidly rendered and each 
performer was loudly applauded. The stage was very 
artistically decorated; the main center of attraction being a 
large American flag, which hung from the ceiling of the 
Hall. 

Thursday was an exceedingly busy day so we did not 
venture far for luncheon, which was served at the Oread 
Cafe. A wonderful ball was our treat for the evening, given 
in Robinson's Gymnasium. The room was very attractively 
decorated with garlands and lattice work. We danced until 
the wee small hours; some, however, preferred the steps, 
enjoying the cool evening breezes and moonlight. 

Friday was another busy day. Luncheon was served at 
Myers Hall, and our afternoon business finished in ad
mirable time. The sun was partial and shone brightly upon 
us! Our banquet and installation of officers took place at 
the Congregational Parish Hall. I think it was one of 
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the most enjoyable banquets I have ever had the pleasure 
of attending. Just ask Harriet Wright for information con
cerning the toasts and Maude Chandler and Roxielettie 
Taylor for impromptu speeches. The singing and general 
merriment can never be fully described on paper. We 
separated with sighs of disappointment and sad farewells. 

To our Xi Sisters we owe much. The memory of the 
happy days spent in Lawrence will ever be a source of 
pleasure and inspiration. Fortunate are those who were able 
to attend our last Annual Convention! 

ANNA M. BAKER, 
Ex-Supreme Historian. 



tEoasts ifitoeti at Contention ffianquft, 
f u n e  2 9 ,  1 9 1 7  

Harriet Wright, Toastmistress 

"THE TRIANGLE" 

"Insignia," Harriet T. Wright, Chi. 

Dear Sisters in the Bond of Mu Phi Epsilon. 
The "Coat of Arms" of Mu Phi Epsilon is a rich heritage 

of noble thought, high ideals and pure purpose. We owe 
to the designers of our "Crest"—Honorary President Alice 
Davis Bradford and her worthy husband—a debt of gratitude 
which can never be repaid, for this glorious inheritance 
which is ever growing more precious to us as the years a -
vance, and we realize more fully the depth of meaning it 
contains. .. , 

I do not wish to make you a long speech for speeches 
are like wheels, the longer the spoke, the greater the tire, 
nor would I wish to have you taking opposite sides with 
the colored brother who was devoutedly praying for rain 
after a long, long dry spell. "Oh, Lord, we do need rain, 
he prayed, "please, Lord, send us ram. But just while you 
are about it, Lord, make it a steady drizzle—not a gully-
washer." . . 

But come with me, in fancy, back to the days of Chivalry 
days of "brave knights and fair ladies" and let us trace for 

a moment the origin of Coats of Arms. The modern 
science of heraldry had its beginning at the time of the 
First Crusade, when French Knights bore shields of polished 
metal and placed upon them designs whose meaning would 
inspire their bearers, in the height of battle to brave deeds 
and noble achievements. Each knight assumed what arms 
his fancy chose, but as the usage of arms grew more 
popular, it became necessary to have classification and per
manent record—and out of this beginning grew a system and 
nomenclature, which has been transmitted with little or no 
change to the present day. Since these early days, hera ry 
has grown to be a wonderful science, whose perplexities are 
unintelligible to the uninitiated. Each smallest division ot 
a coat of arms has a name, and each line its interpretation 
and significance according to established rule. From each 
sister on our toast list tonight, we will ^learn the interpre
tation of a part of our beloved "Emblem." 
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I am proud indeed, to introduce to you the first speaker 
on our list—a sister, who has been untiring in her efforts to 
serve us, one whom we all admire greatly, and who has 
endeared herself to all our hearts-

Sister Gladys Henry, Xi, "Purpure." 

"PURPURE" 

Gladys Henry, Xi. 

Never before have I given a toast in prose. Usually, 
my line of thought falls into the common and much used 
form known as rhyme. But somehow, when Sister Harriet 
asked me to tell you what our purple means to us, or 
should mean to us, I felt that this big ideal of ours could 
be fitly expressed only by a true poet, or perhaps in the 
most simple words of our every day language, which I can 
use. As we look at our insignia the "purpure" is the first 
definite thing noted, this may be seen quite clearly at a 
distance, in fact, while often the remaining symbols on 
the coat of arms have to be examined quite closely in 
order to get each little detail. So it is in our national 
sisterhood, our royalty, our honorary coloring is noted 
first by the eyes of others. It is the royal ideal, which 
makes the perfect background for our music, just as the 
purple on our insignia holds the scroll which stands for our 
great aim. 

Not only in our national standards but in our chapter life 
and in each heart, should this ideal of the purple be held. 

In various ways we have all heard that one who is 
satisfied with taking what comes to him and is content to 
take the lowest will always have least. It is only by re
fusing to be satisfied with anything but the best, by con
stantly looking and climbing upward, that we can rise above 
the ordinary. 

We want our sisterhood to stand for the highest in the 
musical world, to be worthy of the purple we wear. 

We want our chapters not to rest upoi) the national name, 
but to each feel responsible in keeping this great royalty 
for Mu Phi. 

One or two chapters can not keep our national name for us. 
One or two very gifted members or worthy honorary 

members can not keep a high name for a chapter, because 
it is the common knowledge that people today are too in
clined to judge us by the worst rather than the best. 
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We must strive for no weak spots in our chapter and so 
we shall have none in our national sisterhood. 

We must choose girls, not wholly because they have al
ready attained the highest in musical life, for then we should 
have too few for the helpful work which is our aim, but 
we must teach those not so fortunate how to attain this 
royalty and in our ideal, even more than in our attainments, 
will come our strength. We gain nothing by resting on 
our laurels. Are we wqrking for mere display? Rather do 
we gain by holding up our attainments together with our 
ideal for higher and higher honors, by gaining a larger ideal 
each day. 

This is what will make our pin worth wearing, our music 
worth hearing, our sorority worth working for, and last 
and greatest, our lives worth living. 

TOASTMI STRESS 

Again we may commend the fine perception which led the 
designers of our Coat of Arms to choose this regal color, 
purple, esteemed above all others by the ancient Greeks to 
grace our modern Greek ensign. Have you ever stopped to 
think, that Nature, who is so lavish with all her riot of 
lovely colors and uses them in such reckless profusion, re
serves this imperial and beautiful color for her choicest and 
rarest creations, using it more sparingly than any other? 

It is a happy chance that the interpretation of the White 
Cantons, and the device they bear, has fallen to the lot of 
Lambda's delegate for she herself embodies and portrays the 
spirit of the "Argent." 

Helen Harrison, Lambda, "Argent." 

"ARGENT" 

Helen Harrison, Lambda. 

Madame Toastmistress and Sisters: 
When word came to me from Sister Harriet that Lambda 

was expected to respond to a toast, subject, Argent—I im
mediately thought that some mistake had been made, for I 
never order toast, rolls being my choice, and I, at first, 
thought of sending it back; but alas, it was too late, and 
the longer I kept it in mind, the more I realized that after 
all it was pretty good food for thought. 

Since I was not a student of French, I began to wonder 
what it was all about, so I referred back to Sister Harriet's 
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letter and by a combination of Wright and Webster I was 
enabled to get some light on the subject—and truly it was 
light for 1 found that that was one meaning of the word. 
Argent means silver, and from that, pure, or bright and 
shining like silver. Perhaps you wonder what I'll do with a 
subject meaning "silver," when we've been hearing so often 
from our Treasurer that we are so sadly in need of said 
article, but I shall not attempt to give a plan for increasing 
our revenue. 

Silver, as we are all aware, is used as a symbol for purity, 
and as Sister Harriet has explained, it was used in olden 
times on the shield in combination with fur. From the 
shield it has come down to the coat of arms, as we know 
it today and there, since we can not use silver itself, we 
must substitute the nearest color, namely, white; and so, to 
us, argent means white, used in our ceremonies as a symbol 
of light and purity. Now, on our crest, the second and 
third cantons bear .the argent, upon which is our triangle, 
the three sides of which are equal—symbolizing our three 
ideals; Music, Friendship and Harmony, and upon this is 
the lyre, the symbol of our art. 'Tis indeed fitting that these 
symbols should be set on the white, for as one author has 
said: "Music is God's best gift to man; the only art of 
Heaven given to Earth—the only art of Earth we take to 
Heaven." Surely that signifies the purest of arts. Then 
another author has put into words his idea of Friendship, 
as follows: 

"Friendship, peculiar boon of Heaven, 
The noble mind's delight and pride, 

To men and angels only given, 
To all the lower world denied." 

And is there anything holier, anything purer than true 
friendship? 

But our triangle says not only, Music, Friendship and 
Harmony, but these three bound together into one perfect 
triangle, without anyone of which our triangle would be 
sadly incomplete. 

"Sad would all our music be 
If we knew not a friend," 

and surely music without Harmony is no music at all. 
And now we think of the second side of our triangle, 

Friendship, and I'm sure we all agree that music is one 
of the best and surest ways of drawing friends together, and 
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as music is, without harmony, so friends without harmony 
will not long remain friends. 

The third side, Harmony, is, as we have seen, the means 
of union of the other two sides. So we see that we must 
have all three sides equally developed and maintained in 
order to fully attain our ideals. 

Therefore, let us strive to make this our aim for this year 
—to always remember the three sides of our triangle and 
the background set for it. 

TOASTMISTRESS 

Just before leaving home, I was stolling along on the 
Allegheny College Campus, when I mef an Alhpa Chi 
Omega friend who said to me, "I had such a strange 
dream last night, Harriet. I dreamed that I had gone 
to Heaven, and I saw there a great group of sorority 
houses of the most beautiful designs—and crowds of happy 
girls. But it seemed so strange, I did not see a Mu Phi 
House, though I looked everywhere, nor any Mu Phi 
Girls." I was greatly perturbed when my Alpha Chi friend 
told me this, and it worried me exceedingly, for I could not 
understand why there were no Mu Phis in Heaven. But 
that night, I also dreamed. It seemed I was in Heaven 
also, and I too saw the same group of sorority houses, the 
Alpha Chi's, and the K. K. G.'s and the Sigma Alpha Iota's 
and all the others just as she had told me, but I could not 
see any Mu Phi Sorority House nor could I find a sign 
of a Mu Phi Sister. Almost heartbroken and so lonesome, 
I was gazing afar off, when I discerned a wondrous temple 
in the dim distance more marvelous than any I had seen 
and upon its topmost dome. I saw faintly the outline of a 
blazing golden crest. Looking still more closely, I knew 
it was the Mu Phi Epsilon Coat of Arms. Turning joyously 
to St. Peter, I asked, "But why are the Mu Phis away off 
there?" And St. Peter replied, The Mu Phis are the only 
ones God can trust out of his sight." 

I am most proud that we have on our toast list tonight a 
representative from one of the two chapters that Mu Phi 
Epsilon "can trust out of its sight." These chapters, though 
far from us in reality, are brought very near to our hearts 
by the splendid representatives they have sent us, and we 
know they are doing excellent missionary work for us 
nationally, by extending the Mu Phi Bond along the Pacific 
Coast. 
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"Or; Sable," Jessie Farris, Nu. 

"SABLE: OR" 

Jessie Farris, Nu 

Madame Toastmistress and Sisters in M <p E ;  

In an old book on heraldry I found the definition that a 
coat of arms was a description in drawing of what the owner 
really was. Our own coat of arms is a description of what 
we really are and what we hope to become. 

The part assigned to me was the sable cross containing 
the thirteen golden stars. 

The cross through all the centuries has been the symbol 
of Christianity and was chosen for our coat of arms be
cause Mu Phi Epsilon was founded on Christian teachings. 

Sable is the French word meaning black and is not 
synonymous with our English word sable. The old coats of 
arms were, however, made up with fur so that the signifi
cance of the sable in our coat of arms is richness, a rich
ness of life and of ideals. According to Ruskin, the richest 
country is the one "which nourishes the greatest number of 
noble and happy human beings; that man is richest who, 
having perfected the functions of his own life to the utmost, 
has also the widest helpful influence over the lives of 
others." Were Ruskin formulating a definition of the richest 
sorority it would probably be something like this: The richest 
sorority is that sorority which has as members, the greatest 
number of noble, intelligent, and happy human beings and 
which having developed its own life to the utmost has the 
widest helpful influence over the lives of others. In order 
to gain this richness in our membership we must be most 
careful in selecting our new members to see that they 
measure up to this standard. I am sure from the sisters I 
have met at this convention, that we have members now 
who are of the type necessary to make for this richness 
and that we are steadily developing our sorority life toward 
our aim of perfection. We must not forget that to have 
the richest lives in M <p E > we must extend our influence 
to the lives of those about us. Dean Butler in his talk 
Tuesday night told us that any organization or individual 
which is working solely for its own success can only ex~ 
pect as a result failure spelled in large letters. This idea 
comes to us Mu Phis as a challenge. 

The stars 011 this sable background are or, which is the 
French heraldic word for gold. The gold out in our hills 
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is of no value until it is taken out where it can at least be 
used as an article of exchange. A little work on it increases 
its value and when it has been made into one of our sorority 
pins its value is still greater. The increase in value is due 
entirely to the work which man has put on it. Our ideals 
of music, friendship and harmony are of no value to us 
whatever, so long as they remain merely ideals which have 
not been lived or worked out. . The more we work to fulfill 
them, the brighter they will seem and the more value they 
will have for all of us. This work demands the best we 
have in us, not only as a sorority but as individuals, for to 
attain our ideals every member must work. We need have 
no fear as to the value of these ideals for no other metal 
can be made into pure gold. Our ideals have the real worth 
of pure gold or what they have enabled us to accomplish 
would have been impossible. Stars were used on the sable 
background because our aim was high, so high that we shall 
always have something to work toward. These stars are 
thirteen in number because M 9 E was founded on the 
thirteenth day of the month. 

At this time of national need and world suffering, I 
wonder if there is a special significance to us as members 
of M tp E in the fact that our original national flag also 
had thirteen stars, and that the form of our cross is the 
same as the one which is used as the symbol of that or
ganization which is doing so much to alleviate the suffering 
and horror of the war? I hope we may do our part in a 
very special sense in helping along the cause of our own 
beloved country and of humanity. 

TOASTMISTRESS 

And now we come to our motto,_ "Mu Phi Epsilon," 
whose secret meaning embraces all that our beloved 
Sorority symbolizes for us. It is fitting that this toast 
come from Alpha, the mother chapter, who has given to 
us so bountifully in the past of her noble women—such 
women as Elizabeth Mathias Fuqua, Alice Davis Bradford, 
Mary Towsley Pfau—also our much loved friend and founder, 
Prof. W. S. Sterling—and whose delegate this year has 
proven herself to be of the same "true blue." 
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"Motto," Emma Coleman. 

"MOTTO" 

Madame Toastmistress and Sisters in Mu Phi Epsilon: 
Our name, our motto—the summing up of our hopes and 

aims. Nationally, this is a day of loyalty and fidelity, the 
time for neutrality has passed. The spirit of action is 
dominant. 

So in the life of our beloved sisterhood, the time for in
action has passed. We are entering a period in our life as 
a sorority when we may have to fight for our very existence. 
And unless we adopt a plan of universal service, we are 
going to fight a losing battle. 

By universal service, i do not mean a selective draft 
system. We have grown too big to have our interests fully 
protected by only a few scattered workers. We need 
everyone already enlisted and all the recruits we can 
enroll. 

In your recruiting, beware of slackers. First see that you, 
the regulars, are living up to your oath of allegiance—your 
vows taken at initiation, then see that every recruit which 
you will enroll follows your example. See that everyone 
does his bit. 

In this coming battle—we have as allies three of the most 
powerful ill existence—Music, Friendship and Harmony. 
Other speakers tonight have elaborated on our Art—the 
very cause of our existence. This is our first ally—our one 
great common interest. Fortunately we need do very little 
to keep music as an ally. We have an everlasting treaty of 
peace and love with her. 

But I give you warning that we are going to have to 
keep an eternal lookout to keep friendship and harmony as 
allies. And the main responsibility of allying them to us 
rests on the shoulders of those here tonight—the grand 
chapter of 1917. 

For it is we who will take back the word of faith and 
loyalty and service to our waiting camps—our chapters. 

Fet us be self-commissioned officers setting the example 
to the privates of loyal unselfish service to Mu Phi. Faith
ful in little things from paying dues to helping your 
Historian gather material for the Triangle. Loyal in thought, 
word and deed to every ideal Mu Phi stands for. 
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We must have faith in each other, in our supreme officers 
—in the aims of our sisterhood. 

We must be loyal to each other for without faith and 
loyalty we will lose Both our allies, friendship and harmony. 

But the most important message we have to carry back 
to our home camps—our own chapters—is the message of 
service—unselfish—heartwhole, unending service. A service 
.that includes every member from the newest pledges to the 
members of our Advisory Board. A service launched for the 
good of Mu Phi nationally and for the individual chapters. 
A service which calls for something for everyone. 

A chain is no stronger than the weakest of its links—an 
army is no stronger than the weakest of its camps—Mu Phi 
is no stronger than the weakest of its chapters. 

You will get out of your sorority life just what you put 
in. Put in the best you have to give of friendship, love, 
harmony and service and you will reap a ten-fold harvest. 

If we do not adopt this plan of universal service we stand 
to lose our sisterhood—if we .do adopt it—Mu Phi Epsilon 
will grow beyond our very dreams and we shall grow with 
her. 

Let us then pledge anew our allegiance to Mu Phi Epsilon 
—the aims for which she stands—the advancement of music 
and the development of the truest sisterhood. 

TOASTMISTRESS 

My Sisters, what more beautiful standard could we find 
to shape our lives and motives by, than the teachings of 
our own beloved sisterhood embodied in our "Coat of 
Arms." And in this hour of our national stress—when we 
are on the eve of a day which may bring forth we know 
not what trials and privations—let us rally to the sup
port of our noble ensign as valiant knights of old were wont 
to do, and adhere to its principles more firmly than ever 
before. Let us be more loyal one to another—a little more 
kind, and more forgetful of self and thoughtful of others. 
The resources and purposes of our marvelous nation are 
being mobilized for service on the battlefields of Europe. 
No hand can stay the nation—no fleet or armies turn it from 
its goal—the emancipation of mankind from the tyranny of 
despots. 

Let us give our nation loyal support, and each Sister do 
"her bit" in the gigantic task of the Red Cross and kindred 
work. Our sorority can be transformed into a sure and 
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mighty rock of defense, and the restless energy of our 
youth and inexperience can be directed into ways of use
fulness and service. 

Just here may I tell you a beautiful little story of service? 
Strange tales came to a certain little village by the sea; 

tales of the Great Master Violinist, whose wonderful play
ing held vast audiences spellbound, whose music of celestial 
purity seemed to pour forth from heaven itself, and held 
the souls of men with an almost divine magnetism. After 
long months of waiting, hoping, entreating and longing, the 
Master sent to the authorities of the village this message, 
"I will play for the people of your village, this day one 
month hence, when the sun is highest in the heavens, but 
the people of your village must furnish me with an instru
ment upon which to play." This message was received with 
much excitement. The largest building was made ready for 
his coming. Then began the examination of all the violins 
of the village. Among those offering their instruments, came 
a young crippled boy carrying a little worn violin, upon 
which he was accustomed to play in the streets for what
ever coins the passersby were wont to give him. Not only 
did the authorities reject his "fiddle," but pushed it aside so 
harshly that the little violin fell to the floor and was broken. 
All the treasures of the village were offered. Among them 
was an old instrument of famous make, and this precious 
heirloom was selected for the Great Master's use. 

At last the great day came. Inside the building were 
gathered all the wealth and power of the village and all 
was expectancy. By the side of the sea sat the crippled boy, 
sobbing and clasping his little broken violin in his arms. A 
shadow fell across the sands, and there stood by his side 
a humbly clad stranger with such kindly eyes. "Why 
weepest thou, my lad?" he asked, and then the heartbroken 
boy sobbingly poured forth his story of how he had offered 
for the use of the Master, his only treasure, his little violin, 
and though he knew it was only a poor instrument that the 
Master could make its tones beautiful, and now it was 
broken and useless. The stranger stroked the lad's head and 
said so gently, "Weep, my son, thy tears shall be thy glory." 
As the lad's tears fell upon it, the little violin seemed to 
turn to amber. As they washed the violin, it became 
brighter and it was made whole, it seemed to grow bigger, 
the strings became taut. 

Then the stranger asked, "Wilt thou lend it to me?" The 
lad in amazement gave it to him. The stranger drew the 
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bow across the strings, and there was heard such exquisite 
melody, the air seemed filled with silver-throated birds 
little children were laughing, brooks were rippling, then 
angels were singing. The simple fisher-folk drew near and 
listened in reverend awe. When the stranger ceased to play, 
the lad cried, "It is the Master," and the fisher-folk repeated 
o'er and o'er, "It is the Master." The Master touched the 
lad and said, "Thou hast spoken aright," and as he touched 
the lad his crippled legs became straight and he arose, tall 
and fair. Then the Master said, "Play." The youth began 
to play even as the Master had played, and he said, "It is 
good. Go to yon hall and tell the people that I came as I 
said I would, and played for the people of the village, when 
the sun was highest in the heavens, and only thou and the 
fisher-folk were here to listen; but that I have sent thee, 
my lad, to play for them, for now I must depart." 

Let us, dear Sisters, dedicate an altar to the glory of Mu 
Phi Epsilon—carve our lives in channels of service; create 
new depths of purpose; quicken and sweeten the hearts of 
all with whom we come in contact by the inspiration and 
delight of our music; radiate love, loyalty, joy and gladness 
—and let us so do, that Mu Phi Epsilon may be the violin 
the Great Master will choose for His use. 

"Star Spangled Banner" 

Jfollotomg ikesolutions anb Jllotionsi 

Wtu -paggeb at tf)e 1917 Conbentton 

That inasmuch as existing musical conditions in Syracuse 
University require of an honorary musical sorority a higher 
standard of music than the active membership of Eta 
chapter at present have attained; that action declaring Eta 
chapter inactive be approved by Grand chapter and that 
Eta remain inactive for a period and later be reestablished, 
if possible on an honorary basis to conform with the idea 
which prevails in Syracuse of what Mu Phi honorary should 
be, and that the members of Supreme Council keep in touch 
with the members of Eta and Eta Eta with this object in view. 

That charters be granted to Drake School of Music, Des 
Moines, Iowa; to Simpson Conservatory, Indianola, Iowa, and 
that Rho's charter be transferred to Washington Allege, 
Washington, D. C. 

That petition of Hoerner Institute of Kansas City be 
tabled and considered favorably at the proper time and in 

33 



the meantime a suggestion be conveyed to them to form a 
local sorority. 

That Burr-Patterson and Company of Detroit, Michigan, 
be appointed official jewelers of Mu Phi Epsilon. 

That official pins be the plain beveled edge and the 
crown set—size and style to remain the same as designed 
and manufactured by Wright & Kay during 1916-17. 

That the following clause be added at the end of the 
pledge vow—"To maintain and assist in keeping a high 
standard of scholarship and to further the progress of the 
art of music." 

That all communications from council be acknowledged 
within two weeks of receipt of same. 

That chapters may make their own bylaws in regard to a 
member wearing her pin before the examination papers are 
returned. 

That chapters not sending names of business delegates 
and alternates to entertaining chapter six weeks before con
vention, be declared delinquent. 

That each chapter president appoint an alumnae secretary, 
whose duty shall be to keep the interest of the alumnae 
members and to send their addresses to the National 
Alumnae Association Secretary and Treasurer. 

That convention report blanks be printed for use of 
alumnae clubs. 

That a standing committee of three on professional guid
ance be appointed by council to advise with Mu Phi Epsilon 
members wishing to do professional work. 

That the Greek letters or crest and not the pin design 
be used on stationery. 

That Ruling 57 be changed to read—-"That average percent 
of chapters shall be sent to Supreme Vicepresident by 
November 15." 

That all chapters who have not studied parliamentary law 
in the last three years take it up as a study this year and 
report at next convention. 

That Province Presidents visit chapters under their juris
diction—expenses being paid by Supreme Treasury. 

That the former ruling be replaced regarding voting on 
petitions for new chapters. 

That we shall give the Supplement the name of Musa to 
include all convention news and to be published within 
thirty days after convention, 

That the Supreme Historian be empowered to appoint an 
Assistant Historian from her home chapter. 
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That convention be held bienially and that council meet 
the alternate year. 

That the date and place of next convention be set and that 
council be given the power to postpone convention at any 
time deemed advisable. 

That Mu Phi Epsilon establish a one hundred dollar prize 
in the National Federation of Musical Clubs for the best 
English song to be dedicated to Mu Phi Epsilon. 

That no chapter can have more than one supreme officer 
at one time. 

That members of all chapters be required to take copies of 
constitution and chapter bylaws to business meetings. 

That the following be added to Ruling 32—Except money 
for certificates which must be sent to Supreme Secretary 
with certificate orders. 

That all certificate orders sent to Supreme Secretary by 
chapter vicepresidents must be accompanied by check to 
cover cost of same or orders will not be honored. 

That Article 7, Section 11, be changed to read—"Officers 
shall be elected once a year, election to take place one 
month previous to close of school year." (The question of 
nominations being thus left to the individual chapters.) 

That a member shall be considered an alumnae of the 
chapter in which she was initiated. 

That requirements for a voice student be raised to three 
years before she be eligible for membership in Mu Phi 
Epsilon. 

That Red Cross work be under the supervision of the 
Province Presidents with the cooperation of council and 
that each chapter be urged to do individual Red Cross and 
kindred work for the government. 

That convention be held in Eugene, Oregon (Nu chapter 
entertaining), the last week in May, 1919. 

That matter of Province Presidents' expenses to and from 
convention being paid by Supreme Treasury be decided by 
vote of chapters before next convention. 

That the Supreme Vicepresident have in charge a list of 
the best musicians and that council elect Honorary Members 
from this list, and that letter notifying persons elected, of 
their election, be written and if Honorary Membership be 
accepted—the letter of acceptance will be binding without 
gift of pins. Chapters will be notified by Supreme Vice-
president as to apportionment of names for initiation. 

That the naming of the new chapters be left to discretion 
of new council. 
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Resolutions anb Jflotions Host at 1917 
Contention 

That a standing committee on Finance be established to 
outline a budget system for the National Treasury with the 
suggestion that a budget system be outlined for such chapters 
as need it. 

That each active chapter elect an alumnae member each 
year to act as advisor to chapter and to attend one regular 
meeting each month. 

That Ruling 96 of 1916 convention be changed to read as 
follows—"Subscription for Triangle for ensuing year be paid 
not later than October 1." 

That a national inspector be appointed to visit chapters 
once a year and report to Supreme Council. 

That a girl may not be bid to join Mu Phi Epsilon until 
she has been enrolled in school for six weeks. 

That each member pay ten dollars to Grand Treasury for 
life subscription to the Triangle. 

That a two-thirds vote of those present and voting be 
given in favor of a prospective rushee before she is rushed. 

That a donation of five hundred dollars be made to the 
Red Cross. Same to be taken from Supreme Treasury. 

That Ruling 83 be stricken out and in its place the fol
lowing ruling be adopted—"That traveling expenses of 
delegates to and from convention be paid as formerly by 
chapters." 

That treasury tax be raised to $1.50. 

General Stems! 
The loving cup awarded for the best original composition 

was won by Alice Allen of Beta. This time the cup be
comes Beta's permanent property, the cup having been 
awarded twice before to Beta girls—Alice Allen and 
Margaret Hicks. 

Changes made in the challenge will be printed in the 
Secret Ceremonies and the new grip has been transmitted 
to the delegate. Members will please inform themselves of 
these changes. 

Greetings to Grand chapter were read from Alice Davis 
Bradford, Myrtle Palmer, Ora Bethune Johnson, Mary 
Towsley Pfau, Bertha Baur, W. S. Sterling and Alpha Chi 
Omega. 
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Present at convention were five Supreme Officers and the 
National Alumnae Association Secretary, twenty-one business 
delegates, ten musical delegates, one visitor from Epsilon, 
one from Sigma, fifteen active members of Xi and eighteen 
alumnae members, making a total of seventy-two in at
tendance. 

Chapter Roll 
Alpha Metropolitan College of Music, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Established November 13, 1903, through the praiseworthy 
efforts of two members of the faculty, Prof. W. S. Sterling 
and Elizabeth Mathias. 
Beta.... New England Conservatory of Music, Boston, Mass. 
Installed December 13, 1903. Reinstated November 4, 1909. 

Gamma University School of Music, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Installed May 20, 1904. 

Delta Detroit Conservatory of Music, Detroit, Mich. 
Installed March 1, 1905. 

Epsilon Toledo Conservatory of Music, Toledo, Ohio. 
Installed December 9, 1905. 

Zeta De Pauw University, Greencastle, Indiana. 
Installed December 9, 1905. Charter withdrawn. 

Eta '. Syracuse University, Syracuse, N. Y. 
Installed December 12, 1905. Inactive. 

Theta..,^ Kroeger School of Music, St. Louis, Mo. 
Installed October 17, 1906. 

Iota Alpha Chicago Musical College, Chicago, 111. 
Installed April 5, 1910. 

Kappa Metropolitan School of Music, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Installed November 3, 1906. 

Lambda Ithaca Conservatory of Music, Ithaca, N. Y. 
Installed February 19, 1909. 

Mu Brenau College Conservatory, Gainesville, Ga. 
Installed February 6, 1911. Reinstalled May 26, 1916. 

Nu University of Oregon, Eugene, Ore. 
Installed March 3, 1911. 

Xi University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas. 
Installed April 12, 1911. 

Omicron. Combs Broad Street Conservatory, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Installed February 7, 1912. 
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.pj. Lawrence Conservatory, Appleton, Wis. 
Installed May 29, 1912. 

Rho. . .Von Unschuld University of Music, Washington, D. C. 
Installed February 5, 1914. Charter withdrawn. 

Sigma 
Northwestern University, Music Department, Evanston, 111. 

Installed February 9, 1914. 
Xau University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 

Installed May 12, 1915. 
Upsilon Conservatory of Music, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Installed May 10, 1915. 
Phi Mt. Union College, Alliance, Ohio. 

Installed May 15, 1915. 
Chi Pennsylvania College of Music, Meadville, Pa. 

Installed May 18, 1915. 
psj Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pa. 

Installed May 30, 1916. 
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