




































































signments had been completed and 
all were assembled for the grand 
opening luncheon. Many notable 
guests were introduced, including 
representatives from the press, radio 
and leading musical organizations. 
The Mayor of Cleveland extended 
official greetings from the city and 
the National First Vice President of 
Phi Mu Alpha Symphonia, Cecil W. 
Munk, spoke on behalf of his fra
ternity. 

Following the opening business 
meeting at two o'clock, the Detroit 
Alumnae Chapter conducted a most 
impressive candlelight memorial serv
ice. Among the many losses in our 
sisterhood since our last convention 
were three beloved former national 
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C^oviueTitioFi 
Bv MILDRED MARTIN CHRISTIAN, 

National First Vice President 

FOUR glorious days of the Great 
Lakes National Convention of Mu 
Phi Epsilon closed dramatically on 
July 26, 1948, in Hotel Cleveland 
with the singing of our Triangle as 
only Mu Phis can sing it. All the 
wonderful promises made for the 
twenty-ninth biennial Convention by 
the hostess chapters of the Great 
Lakes Province and the National 
Chairman, Helen Hannen, were ful
filled. Only the weather rivalled the 
warmth of hospitality extended the 

delegates by the many capable local 
and province committee members, 
hotel personnel and citizens of Cleve
land in general. 

By virtue of the sorority's official 
and committee efficiency, under the 
leadership of Ava Comin Case, Na
tional President, a tremendous 
amount of business was dispatched. 
For this report, I refer you to the 
Supplement. (Please Read!) You 
will find therein a sisterhood now 
greater in numbers, stronger in musi

THE NOVEMBER 1948 TRIANGLE OF MU PHI EPSILON 

cal attainments and increased devo
tion to the ideals of our sorority. 

A convention review must neces
sarily be brief. In the short space 
allotted to THE TRIANGLE, only a 
few of the highlights can be men
tioned. 

A delightful forerunner to the 
Convention was a play, "The Lady 
Has Ideas," presented on Tuesday 
evening, July 22, at the Cleveland 
Playhouse for more than a hundred 
early arrivals. The following morn
ing found Hotel Cleveland and the 
adjoining Terminal overflowing with 
more Mu Phi beauty than has ever 
graced a national convention. 

By 12:30 Wednesday, registration, 
examinations and constitutional as-
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officers: Etelka Evans, Charlotte 
Klein and Bertha Hornaday. 

The formal concerts by the dele
gates of the active and alumnae 
chapters on Wednesday afternoon 
and Thursday evening, and the orig
inal composition program on Thurs
day afternoon were of very high 
musical qual'ty, both as to the choice 
of material and excellence of the per
forming artists. 

Nor did the Cleveland radio sta
tions let the committee down in their 
efforts to broadcast Mu Phi talent. 
As though to outrival the newspapers 
in press notices (and our friends ac
cused us of competing with the GOP 
convention for space), all stations 
cooperated in giving us time on the 
air. Stations WJW and WTAM 
presented interviews with Helen 
Hannen and Ava Comin Case; Sta
tion WJW, an original composition 
program with Susannah Armstrong 
Coleman, composer-pianist; Station 
WTAM, Eloise Smith, soprano, and 
Martha Mayfield Dalton, harpist; 
and Station WGAR, compositions by 
Herbert Elwell, Genevieve Fritter 
and Susannah Coleman with Marion 
Owen, pianist, Irvin Bushman, bari
tone, and Lois Forburger and Helene 
Jarvis, duo-pianists, as performing 
artists. 

On Wednesday night following an 
informal supper party, the entire 
convention went to the Cleveland 
Orchestra Pop Concert in Public 
Hall. Amid gay flowers, colorful 
tables and chairs, bright canopies 
and lemonade, Mu Phis and their 
friends assembled to pay tribute to 
their loved sister and artist, Eunice 
Podis, who appeared as soloist with 
the orchestra that evening. To the 
several thousands there, it was un
mistakably a "Mu Phi Night"—even 

before Eunice spoke and was present
ed an arm bouquet of roses by our 
national president for a magnificent 
performance. 

The Higbee Co. in the terminal 
group afforded the setting for the 
Gad's Hill Day luncheon on Thurs
day. In the absence of Frances But
ler, retiring director of our School 
of Music in Gad's Hill Center, Chi
cago, Elizabeth Mollahan gave a very 
interesting and enlightening talk 
about the school. A fashion show 
followed. 

Highlighting this day were the 
beautiful ceremonies reinstating and 
initiating twenty-one members of 
Phi Chapter from Mt. Union College 
in Alliance, Ohio. They were con
ducted by National Council under 
the direction of Hildur Shaw, as
sisted by Mabel Henderson and 
Elizabeth Ayres Kidd. Phi Omicron 
Chapter furnished the music and Mu 
Pi Chapter assisted with arrange
ments. It would be difficult to put 
into words the joy that was ours in 
initiating this fine group of talented 
young women. 

The last evening of the convention 
will long be remembered. How could 
we forget! It was the Banquet. The 
Cleveland Plain Dealer spoke glow
ingly of the affair and I quote in 
part: "One of the most spectacu
larly staged events of the season 
was last night's 'Dinner on the 
Great Lakes,' at Hotel Cleveland, 
climax of the 29th biennial conven
tion of Mu Phi Epsilon, national 
music sorority." 

"Formally gowned members and 
guests entering the darkened ball
room, were spotlighted fleetingly in 
the gleam of a revolving beacon 
from a distant lighthouse, with a 
ship's bell sounding accompaniment. 
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A striking panorama revealed doz
ens of boats scattered over the 'lake' 
ahead, with lights showing through 
their portholes and swarms of little 
white sailboats frosting the horizon. 
The railing of the huge ocean liner 
appeared in the foreground. As, 
with dramatic emphasis, the ball
room lights came slowly up, the 
liner turned into the speakers' table, 
the railing proved to be a five-lined 
staff on which were noted the last 
few bars of the sorority song, the 
boats with beckoning portholes were 
table centerpieces, and the white sails, 
in lieu of skimming an actual Erie, 
were anchored in the grapefruit at 
each place. Sea shells painted in the 
sorority colors of purple and white, 
and clef-shaped lapel pins as favors 
added the final notes of glamour to 
the occasion, making the business of 
dining almost anti-climactic." 

"The intricately wrought decora
tive scheme was the work of a ban
quet committee from the five Chica
go chapters, with Miss May Barron 
of the Windy City's alumnae as 
chairman." 

"The speakers' table presented a 
galaxy of notables in the music 
world, both local and national. 
Speaker of the evening, Mrs. James 
Royden Keith . . . discussed 'Our 
Challenge Today as Women and 
Musicians,' and the program fea
tured vocal solos by Dorothy Shadle 
Gallagher . . . accompanied by Es
ther Bosworth West, and two skits, a 
traditional Mu Phi Epsilon banquet 
event. 'Minstrelities of Wayne Uni
versity,' was performed by Phi Kap
pa Chapter of Detroit, and the two 
Toledo chapters staged 'Unconven-
tionalities.' 

The program had its more serious 
moments when Hilda Butler Farr 
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read her own DEDICATION to Mr. 
Sterling, and Constance Conklin, so
prano, sang a musical setting of THE 
CREED by Marion Jewell, accom
panied by Wilma Andrews. 

Saturday proved to be something 
more than just another day. Business 
meetings began at 8:30 in the morn
ing, Brunch and a Dalcroze demon
stration by the pupils of Gladys Wells 
followed at 10:30, and then more 
business. The installation of new 
national officers closed the conven
tion. These were conducted by Ava 
Comin Case who relinquishes the of
fice of national president to Mar-
garette Wible Walker after six years 
of capable leadership and devoted 
service to our sorority through the 
war and postwar years. 

There was little time for farewells 
as busses were waiting to whisk us 
off to Severance Hall, home of the 
Cleveland Orchestra, via Metropoli
tan Park. At the end of the journey 
we were entertained with a beautiful 
recital of harpsichord and cello se
lections. A conducted tour of the 
hall followed, after which we were 
served tea by the members of the 
Women's Committee of the Cleveland 
Orchestra. This beautiful, compli
mentary gesture on the part of the 
Women's Committee was a fitting 
climax indeed to an unforgettable 
four days of fellowship together at 
the 1948 Great Lakes National Con
vention of Mu Phi Epsilon. 

DEDICATION 
(to Mr. Sterling) 

(READ BY HILDA BUTLER FARR AT 
BANQUET) 

He lived to see a dream come true 
Where music holds a magic sway 
In women's hearts across the land 
Within this modern day. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 49) 
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