
We had the privilege of having 
four past national presidents with 
us: Elizabeth Ayres Kidd, Or ah 
Ashley Lamke, Ruth Row Clutch-
er, and Dorothy Paton. Their 
active interest and participation 
was an inspiraion to all of us. 

ntroducing Convention: 

Eleanor Wilson presents Dr. Sigmund 
Spaeth with Mu Phi Epsilon's check for 
$1,000 to underwrite one issue of "The 

Braille Musician." Our own Jewel Bethany Hughes looks 
on as Norma Lee Madsen presents the 
compilation of M<F>E Composers to her 
husband, Dr. Edwin Hughes, Executive 

Secretary, National Music Council. 

Everyone was visit
ing in the Corridor 
at Eastman's Kil-
bourn Hall before 
one of the con
certs. Here and 
there are familiar 
faces to "conven
tion goers" and 
others reflect the 
e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  
thrill of being 
present for the 

first time. 
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CONVENTION 
HIGHLIGHTS 
Music. . . 

. . . was heard in abundance at 
the delegates concerts; we admired 
the fine performances of the young 
collegiates; and on a subsequent eve
ning the alumnae distinguished 
themselves in a program of variety 
and artistry. The afternoon devoted 
to the M<F>E Composers Concert 
(consisting of several winners of 
the 1955 and one winner of the 
1953 Composition Contests) proved 
to be highly stimulating and inter
esting. Two of the composers repre-

Copies of the first 
popular song to be 
set in Braille, 
"The St. Louis 
Blue s," a u t o-
graphed by Wil
liam C. Handy 
and S i g m u n d 
Spaeth, were given 
to visitors and del
egates at the din
ner at which time 
Dr. Spaeth spoke 
on "Music for 
Everyone' which 
e n d e d  w i t h  h i s  
famed "tune de
tecting" ; the tune? 
"Yes, We Have No 

Bananas" ! 

.rfe 
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An illustration from an old Stephen Foster song book. 
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The Sheraton mezzanine fairly buzzed 
clattered, introductions were made, sc 

sented, BIythe Owen and Mary 
Jeanne Van Appledorn, were present 
to play their own piano composi
tions. Other composers whose works 
were performed by Mu Upsilon and 
Rochester Alumnae Chapter mem
bers were Marlene Shepard Ledet, 
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excitement of registration, as typewriters 
ts were studied and rooms were assigned. 

Epsilon Xi, and Jean Little, Beverly 
Hills, and Emma Lou Diemer, Mu 
Delta. These were our formal musi
cal events—there were many im
promptu and programed "sings!" 
Songs of yesteryear were featured 
at the opening luncheon when Fran-
n EPSILON n 



ces Babcock included Mrs. H. H. 
A. Beach's "The Year's at the 
Spring" and Hopkinson's "My Days 
Have Been So Wondrous Free." To
gether we sang patriotic songs at 
the dinner hostessed by Washington 
Alumnae, Phi Psi, and Phi Gamma. 
We were all pupils in an early 19th 
century Pennsylvania Dutch Sing
ing School at the luncheon hos
tessed by Philadelphia Alumnae. 
This colorful occasion began with a 
Moravian "Hymn of Thanks" and 
later we sang hymns which were 
"lined" for us by the enthusiastic, 
energetic Rachel Marcks Kooker. 
By the "end of school" we were all 
singing "Johnny Schmoker" and 
fairly raising the roof! Hex signs, 
individual shoo-fly pies, and Old 
Dutch recipe favors helped trans

port us to that "Hour with Early 
Pennsylvania Dutch Folk." . . . Pitts-

The three distinguished gentlemen shown 
with our president, are Drs. Sigmund 
Spaeth, Edwin Hughes, and Gid Wal-

drop, editor of "Musical Courier." 

Your National Council met long and late hours but were somehow buoyed up with 
their own enthusiasm and the inspiration derived from association with their sisters 
throughout the nation: Seated, I. to r.: Bernice Oechsler, Rosalie Speciale, Eleanor 
Wilson, Ruth Havlik. Standing; Pauline Baker, Elizabeth Bothwell and Norma 

Lee Madsen. 

6 THE NOVEMBER 1956 TRIANGLE OF MU PHI EPSILON 

Outstanding Mu Phi Epsilon composers of published works and several winners from 
past Original Composition Contests gathered for this picture after one of the 

convention banquets. 

eon when several of his songs were 
sung by members of Chap
ter in costume, and all of us 
joined in singing some of his best 
loved songs. Our final banquet 
program included two winners of 
the 1955 Composition Contest sung 
by the Mu Upsilon singers under 
Patricia Hurst: "Three Chinese 
Poems" by Lou Rodgers, Beta; and 
"Hymn to the Night" by Alice Yost 
Jordan, Des Moines Alumnae. 

Friendship . . . 
. . . The thrill of meeting sisters 

from chapters throughout the coun
try, especially for the delegates to 
whom this convention was a "first," 
can hardly be described or meas
ured. Equally thrilling was the re
newing of acquaintances for those 
who have attended many conven
tions. So, friendships were made 
and renewed in that precious bond 
of sisterhood in our beloved M<t>E. 

Ruth Watanabe, Convention Chairman, 
Mrs. Richard Bales, Richard Bales, Mu
sic Director of National Gallery in 
Washington, Ruth Anderson, Washing
ton Alumnae, and Eleanor Wilson. Mr. 
Bales described the nature and variety 
of the programs given in the National 
Gallery throughout the year and spoke 
of their contribution in the musical life 
of Washington. Many composers are 
given the opportunity to hear their works 
at these concerts and Mr. Bales is of 
the opinion that "composers are writing 

better music." 

burgh chapters featured the music 
of Stephen Foster at another lunch
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Harmony. . . 
. . . From that hushed moment 

of the actual opening of conven
tion with its special spoken invoca
tion written by Louise St. John 
Westervelt and the beautiful "Our 
Father, Bless Us" composed especial
ly for this convention by Amy 
Worth, Seattle Alumnae, we enacted 
legislation in a friendly and har
monious spirit, exchanged ideas and 
viewpoints, and learned new ways 
and procedures—all of which made 
this convention so informative that 
we all went away feeling we "Knew 
our Sorority" as we had not known 
it before. The attractive displays 
made us proud of the many sisters 
who are distinguishing themselves 
in the profession, and the accom
plishments of individual chapters 
gave delegates and visitors inspira
tion and incentive. This pride in 
individual sisters and in the accom
plishments of Mu Phi Epsilon was 
accompanied by the resolve to con
tinue to expand its influence and 
prestige in all national, internation
al, and local efforts. 

Convention Echoes. . . 
. . . The Convention Banquet will 

be long remembered for its many 
brilliant features. We were thrilled 
with the endearing message by tape-
recording from Mrs. Edward Mac-
Dowell about the MacDowell Col
ony. Her amazing vitality and vis
ion, when at the age of 50 she began 
giving ni .o concerts to interest 
others b *ig support to this 
wonderful d.ean. made it come 
true. Among those who have bene
fited from their association and 
study at the MacDowell Colony are 
our own Dorothy James and Ruth 
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Wylie; Aaron Copland and Thorn
ton Wilder are included in the hun
dreds of men and women who have 
had the opportunity to do much of 
their creative work at the Colony. 
The material and spiritual legacy 
which we in America have in
herited cannot be measured. 

Dr. Howard Hanson's inspiring 
address, "Onward American Music" 
contained much food for thought. 
"The public must show a more posi
tive interest in the music and be 
more forceful in making its opinions 
known. . . . Public interest in the 
progress of new music, without ex
pecting too much too soon, is a 
necessary element in the develop
ment of native art", he said. Dr. 
Hanson went on to say that "cre
ation must have quality and quan
tity, there must be opportunity for 
study and listening, and that we 
must have large numbers of young 
composers writing new music. The 
more we have the more likely we 
are to produce great ones. The great 
composers of the past—the Mozarts 
and Beethovens and Bachs, were 
among the few who stood out among 
the many of their contemporaries." 

The magnificent pianism of our 
beloved Claudette Sorel, brought to 
an end a beautiful evening. 
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