






























































Mu Phi 

Convention 
42nd national 6th international 

"Beauty Through Music" 

BEAUTY — a reflection of divine perfection 
MUSIC — the myriad sounds of creation 

BLENDING together in harmony of 
The songs of nature 

Voices raised in song 
Man-made instruments in consonance 

GIVING us BEAUTY THROUGH MUSIC 
So, may our HEARTS blend together in these coming days 

To create BEAUTY of Music, Friendship and Harmony 
in 

MU PHI EPSILON 

A Mu Phi Epsilon Convention is a time for 
MUSIC, concerts that recharge the music bat
teries of everyone present r ith appreciation 
and inspiration. It is a time for FRIENDSHIP, 
the special warmth of sisterhood, the joy of 
seeing again those sisters met at previous 
Conventions or in former chapters. It is a 
special kind of friendship. Frances Yeend, 
famous soprano once explained it, "Wher
ever I sing, I meet someone who tells me, 'I, 
too, belong to Mu Phi Epsilon,' and it is 
instant friendship." It is a time for HAR
MONY from the time the presidential gavel 
opens the Convention until the closing cere
mony four-and-a-half days later. Harmony 
means cooperation, communication, and un
derstanding. It contributes to the success of 
all meetings, workshops, musical events and 
social activities. 

All this was abundantly evidenced at the 
42nd National and 6th International Conven
tion of Mu Phi Epsilon, held from August 20 
to 24, 1974, at the Riviera Hotel and Conven
tion Center in Palm Springs, California. The 
day before the official opening of the assem
bly was an exciting prelude to the Convention 
itself. It was the day for the final auditions of 
the Sterling Staff International Competition, 
at which time ten final contestants would per
form for a board of six judges. A large percen
tage of the delegates and visitors were on 
hand at this time, registering a day ahead of 
the arrival deadline. 



The Convention Opens 

Madge Cathcart Gerke, National President, officially opened 
the 1974 National Convention at the morning session on Tues
day, August 20. The Invocation was given by Convention 
Chaplain Eleanor Hale Wilson, Past National President, and the 
Convention Trio sang Invocation by Amy Worth, Tau, the 
traditionally sung invocation that opens Convention. The roll 
call of chapters followed. More than 200 delegates answered, 
and a marker showing the location of each chapter was placed on 
the large map at the front of the room. With each Convention the 
number of markers increases, a visual reminder of the growth of 
Mu Phi Epsilon. 

The opening address, given by the National President, ex
plored the state of the sorority, its importance in the world of 
music, its obligations and achievements during the past bien-
nium. Individual reports were given by the members of National 
Council and the National Executive Secretary-Treasurer. Busi
ness sessions followed on successive forenoons and included, 
among other considerations, the important details and approval 
of the budget and the equally important discussions and deci
sions on proposed Resolutions. These affect the structure of the 
organization and may be voted upon only by business delegates. 

Biennium or Triennium 

The resolution causing the most discussion, time and study 
was the proposal to change the period between conventions 
from biennium to triennium. Emotionally, the delegates prefer
red the long-standing biennium period, with collegiate dele
gates stressing the closer contact between chapter representa
tives and national affairs at two-year intervals rather than the 
extended three-year intervals. But the final vote bowed to the 
obvious practicability of the change due to the economics of 
spiralling costs and inflation. Thus, the next National Conven
tion will be held in 1977, and the term of office for National 
Officers will be three years. Mu Phi Epsilon again evidenced 
flexibility in adjusting to changing conditions. Business con
ducted at these sessions is reported in the Fall 1974 Business 
Issue to be sent to each chapter president. Members wishing 
copies may write NEO. 

Panels and Demonstrations 

Two informative panels and a demonstration were given dur
ing Convention. Katinka Daniel, from the San Roque School in 
Santa Barbara, eminent authority on the Kodaly Method, pre
sented an exhilarating demonstration to an enthusiastic audi
ence. Rita Fuszek, Kappa, Faculty Adviser of Beta Alpha, 
Professor of Music at California State University at Fullerton, 
moderated a panel of recent CSUF graduates considering 
"What Happens After Graduation?" Participants were Bobette 
Cameron, Joan Itson, Rana Matteson, and Lynette Reisner, all 
Beta Alpha. Moderator of the Music Therapy panel was Erleyne 
Bradley, Houston Alumnae, National Chairman of Music 
Therapy Activities, and panelists Julie Along, Lawrence 
Alumnae, Bettye Krolick, Urhana-Champaign Alumnae, and 
Madge Waterston Hunt, Houston Alumnae. The discussion 
covered the nature of professional and volunteer therapists, the 

field of music Brailling, and how members may find their place 
in volunteer work. The two panels were stimulating and inspir
ing. 

Instruction, Ceremonies, Awards, and Exhibits 

Instruction periods were conducted by National Officers, 
each covering the relationship between her office and chapters. 
Group buzz sessions were also held which were both lively and 
productive. 

At all National Conventions two formal ceremonies are 
given, open only to members, a Model Initiation and the Con
vention Memorial Service. The former is a beautiful and dig
nified ceremony which all members have experienced before as 
participants and observers. This ceremony was given by dele
gates from the host chapters with music by the Convention Trio 
and pianist Marie Brown Curea. The Memorial Service honors 
the memory of sisters deceased during the past biennium. Tak
ing part in the Service were Eleanor Hale Wilson, Eddie Lou 
Strimple, Enid Alumnae, a collegiate delegate from each Prov
ince, the Convention Trio and Marie Curea. This solemn cere
mony is impressive in its simplicity. 

As always, the announcements at various times of Awards 
bring suspense and applause. These are listed on a later page. 

Chapter scrapbooks, yearbooks, and newsletters, an exhibit 
of professional artist members, the exotic Philippine exhibit and 
gifts for purchase, the composers' and writers' table, the 
Memorial Foundation exhibit, pictures taken during Conven
tion for ordering, and the tantalizing array of gifts for the buying 
from Friendship Corner, under the National Chairmanship of 
Sandra Wiese, all encouraged continual interest, browsing, and 
buying. 

The Concerts 

What distinction does a music sorority convention have over 
many other organizations' conventions? It is the amount and 
quality of its musical entertainment. Four concerts of profes
sional caliber enhanced this Convention. Each concert was a 
thing of beauty — to the ear, to the eye, and to the spirit. The 
first concert was given on the first night of Convention by the 
winners of the Sterling Staff International Competition. Per
forming were Maquette Kuper, flutist, Beta; accompanied by 
her mother, Symeta Kuper, Berkeley Alumnae', Sherry Kloss, 
violinist, Epsilon Upsilon; sopranos Judith Balo, Alpha Nu, 
and Judy May, Epsilon Xi\ accompanist for Sherry, Judith, and 
Judy was Ann Gibbens Davis, Washington, D.C. Alumnae', and 
Barbra Bailey, accompanist, Epsilon Omicron, who was as
sisted by Harriet Payne, violist, Long Beach Alumnae. Mr. 
Robert Sherman, one of the judges for the final auditions, was 
Master of Ceremonies. (See later pages for details on the audi
tions and the program given.) The concert showed outstanding 
musicianship, satisfying variety, and admirable poise on the 
part of the performers. 

The Collegiate Music Delegates Concert and the Alumnae 
Music Delegates Concert were given on the next two consecu
tive afternoons. Performing on the former were: Celeste Ever-
son, harpist, Epsilon Omega; pianists Marcia Cook, Alpha 
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Epsilon, Stephanie Skolmoski, Eps/Von Mu; and Lynn Kidder, 
Phi Chi', Margaret Doolittle, clarinetist, Beta Lambda', Mary 
Chris Roehrich, trombonist, Mu Nu; and Diane Pilcher, so
prano, Beta Alpha. Ann Davis was the accompanist. 

Appearing on the Alumnae Concert were: Margery MacKay 
Anwyl, mezzo-soprano, assisted by Patricia Brainard Maki, 
flutist, Carolyn Schubert, clarinetist, and Marie Brown Curea, 
accompanist, all of Los Angeles Alumnae', Valerie Scheer Sul
livan, violinist, Wichita Alumnae', Ann Davis, accompanist; 
Jeanne Couture Kostelic, coloratura soprano, accompanied by 
Gertrude Sorensen, both of San Francisco Alumnae; Lois 
Banke, pianist, San Jose Alumnae; and duo-pianists Patricia 
Whelan Nash and Frances Baum Ragozzino, both of Eugene 
Alumnae. 

These two music delegates' concerts were of high musical 
caliber, interesting in their variety, and wholly satisfying. 

The climax of the "concert series" was the Banquet Concert, 
the Guest Artist Recital which followed the Banquet on the last 
night. It was given by Aiko Onishi, pianist, San Jose Alumnae, 
aprogram of distinctive style, beauty, elegance, and sensitivity. 

Numbers on these programs are given elsewhere in this issue. 

Guest Speaker 

The address at the Banquet was given by Dr. Oliver Daniel, 
musicologist, of New York City. He was also the chairman of 
the judges for the SSIC final auditions. The address was entitled 
"Discrimination Against the American Composer'', a challeng
ing topic and one which captured the close attention of the 
listeners. It is printed in its entirety in this issue. 

Dr. Daniel is Vice President and Director of Concert Music at 
Broadcast Music, Inc., and is the only current American 
member of the International Music Council. He is widely ac
knowledged as an authority on contemporary music and, with 
Leopold Stokowski, was founder of the Contemporary Music 
Society of which he is currently president. He was chairman of 
the Planning Committee in 1968 for the first International Music 
Congress to be held in America. During an affiliation with CBS 
and later with ABC, he supervised broadcasts for the New. York 
Philharmonic, the CBS Symphony, "Invitation to Music", and 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra. He is member of the Board of 
Directors of the National Music Council, The American Music 
Center, Composers Recordings, Inc., and the Honorary Board 
of Directors of the M3>E Memorial Foundation. 

On the Lighter Side 

Few women are immune to the joys of talking and meeting 
new friends. There was plenty of talking at the more informal 
events during Convention, and the first big opportunity came 

Identification of pictures on p. 4: column 1, reading down: Col
legiate Music Delegates; Dr. Oliver Daniel and National President 
Madge Gerke; Friendship Corner with Sandra Wiese and assistant 
Joanne Clarke; M4>E models for Fashion Show; center: Symetaand 
Maquette Kuper; Mary V. Hartley, National Public Relations Of
ficer; column 2: Aiko Onishi, Artist; Music Therapy Activities 
Panel; table talk; and Alumnae Music Delegates. 

during the reception held in honor of National Council, the 
Memorial Foundation's Board of Directors, and the SSIC win
ners, on the first evening, following the winners' concert. 
Delegates and visitors moved slowly in the two lines, shaking 
the hands of women known to most of them only through 
correspondence. The comment "It is so nice to finally meet the 
face I've been writing to" was made over and over again, as it 

has been at other Conventions. The personal confrontation 
worked both ways, but as one National Officer remarked after
ward, "I was glad to meet them all, too, but it is easier for one of 
them to remember a couple dozen faces than me to remember 
over 200!" However, for a National Officer, meeting these 
members brings them more vividly to mind (maybe with a sneak 
look at the Convention pictures) when she writes to or receives a 
letter from someone she has talked with during Convention. The 
personal touch means remembering long past the time it takes 
for a limp hand to lose its numbness! After going through 
ice-breaking reception lines, first names come naturally, as it 
should be among sisters. 

Luncheons and dinners provided even more opportunity for 
conversation. The beautifully decorated tables, arranged by 
host chapters, were alive with developing friendships, gleeful 
reminiscing, and relaxed companionship. A delightful and in
formal buffet-luau was held one evening at poolside, with soft 
lights, informal summer attire, many in Hawaiian dress, and all 
wearing the favors, brown-seed Hawaiian leis. One of the 
luncheons was highlighted with a fashion show. Two of the 
beautiful models were mother-and-daughter Eva and Kristin 
Brundin. Eva is National Alumnae Adviser and Kristin, Epsilon 
Delta, is Fullerton Alumnae. There was a festive air at the 
Memorial Foundation Luncheon in celebration of its 10th birth
day. Impressive was the luncheon honoring 50- and 40-y^ar 
members, and even a few who were initiated over 60 years ago! 

The elegance of the Banquet on the last night was a gala touch 
rather than a light one. The accent was on beauty with the 
colorful formal dresses, the soft-hued table decorations of desert 
tumbleweed — delicate in airy buoyancy — lighted candles, 
and fragile shell wind chimes. The Convention theme was apt, 
slightly paraphrased to Beauty and Music. Mr. Frank Gerke, 
husband of the National President, came from Indianapolis to 
attend the Banquet and was given hearty applause when intro
duced. When Marian Davidson's family was introduced as 
"Dr. Davidson and His Three Sons" the applause was en
thusiastic. The handsome sons were definitely in the right age 
bracket. 

The final light touch at Convention was the clever skit-
presentations of invitiation to next Convention presented by 
Kansas City and St. Louis Alumnae chapters. 

The Closing Session 

On Saturday morning, August 24, the Convention met for the 
last time. Earlier in the forenoon, the delegates exercised their 
privilege to vote by casting their secret ballots for members of 

(please turn to p. 24) 
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CONVENTION (continued from p. 5) GERKE (continued from p. 10) 

the 1974-77 National Council. National President Madge C. 
Gerke called the Convention to order for her last time. An
nouncements were made, including the results of the voting, the 
new National Council was installed by Madge, the privilege of 
the outgoing National President, the meeting was adjourned by 
the new National President Marian Davidson, and the assem
bled Mu Phi Epsilon sisters joined hands in singing Our 
Triangle, which always carries a special emotional impact when 
sung by over three hundred members of the sisterhood. 

One of the announcements given just before the installation 
ceremony was made by National Vice President Marian David
son to the effect that National Council had voted on a name for 
the Music Education Award. It would henceforth be known as 
the Madge Cathcart Gerke Music Education Award. This came 
as a complete surprise to the National President, and for once, at 
least, in her three-term tenure as National President, she was 
speechless — for a few minutes. She would not have been heard 
anyway, for the assembly gave her a prolonged standing ova
tion. National Council had been able to act on this in secret when 
Madge was at one of the pre-Convention meetings of the 
Memorial Foundation's Board. She had championed this Award 
and worked hard to make it a reality. She well deserved the 
honor of having her name identified with it. She resigned from a 
distinguished career in the field of music education when she 
became National President. 

These are your National Officers for the ensuing triennium: 
National Council: 
National President, Marian Davidson, Los Angeles, California. 
National Extension Officer, Dorothy Lemen, New York City. 
National Collegiate Adviser, Beth Shafe, Detroit, Michigan. 
National Alumnae Adviser, Eva Brundin, Anaheim, California. 
National Music Adviser, Gertrude Miller, Rochester, New 

York. 
National Eligibility Adviser, Wynona Lipsett, Mesquite, 

Texas. 
National Public Relations Officer, Mary V. Hartley, Clifton 

Forge, Virginia. 
Pearl Peterson, National Editor, Reno, Nevada. 
National Executive Secretary-Treasurer, Roberta O'Connell, 

Campbell, California. 

Music Chairs Established at USC 

A $2,000,000 commitment from the board of trustees at the 
University of Southern California has established the Jascha 
Heifetz and the Gregor Piatigorsky Chairs in Music. These 
artists joined the music faculty of the USC School of Music, 
which is part of the School of Performing Arts, in 1962. They 
will be the first to occupy the professorial chairs which will bear 
their names in perpetuity. More than 150 young violinists have 
been accepted in Professor Heifetz' master classes in the last 
dozen years. Diana Steiner, Los Angeles Alumnae, was one of 
them and Sherry Kloss, current SSIC winner, is a new member 
this fall. 

and loyalty that abides among the sisters of Mu Phi Epsilon. The 
accomplishments of all past years are the result of the dedication 
and cooperation of members working at the local, the national 
and the international levels. In reaching the end of serving three 
terms as your National President, it is natural to reflect on the 
accomplishments of these years and to look forward to the 
future. 

What will the future bring? In recent years social changes 
have posed serious problems to college and university adminis
trators. One of these is the continued pressure, originating 
outside the field of education, to require the elimination of 
single-sex campus organizations. The four professional 
women's music sororities are in a unique position in having a 
counterpart organization for men which wishes to keep its status 
as a "fraternity for men." The women's groups in music have 
the benefit of sisterhood plus the benefits of coed social ex
change in many ways — in the classroom, in other college 
organizations, in choirs and orchestras, and in the social life 
characteristic of any college campus. Would Phi Mu Alpha 
Sinfonia like to alter their procedures, programs, and general 
structure to elect to include women? Would Mu Phi Epsilon be 
willing to drastically alter the purposes of its founding to include 
men? 

Mu Phi Epsilon was founded as a sorority for women based 
on the Ideals, Aims and Purposes familiar to all of us. Mu Phi 
Epsilon has attracted new members and maintained its chapters 
and its work on these same Ideals, Aims and Purposes. We 
cannot separate our future from our past. We build the future on 
the traditions of the past. We should strive to embody these 
Ideals, Aims, and Purposes into our daily lives and so preserve 
the heritage of Mu Phi Epsilon in the future. 

And now in closing, some very personal thoughts. "Words 
are things," "if words are things, there are things words cannot 
express." This is the meaning of "there is no word for it." It has 
been my privilege to serve Mu Phi Epsilon as a member of 
National Council for ten and a half years — six of these as 
National President. So — what "words" or "things" can be 
chosen to truly express a most sincere thanks to the members of 
National Council who have worked so cooperatively and com
patibly during these last six years; to the loyal and wonderful 
members who have given so much to Mu Phi Epsilon as indi
viduals and as chapter members? It can only be simply and 
sincerely said, "Thank you and God bless you." Let me leave 
this thought with you to ponder, "You pass this way but once, 
with but one life to live — try to arrange this life so that the 
world will be a better place to live for your having lived in it." 

'Cello Goes First Class 

The air age is beautiful. 'Cellos travel in a first class seat next 
to their master. (Lucky flutists who only have to buy one seat.) 
On the gourmet menu card handed to 'cellist Janos Starker, en 
route to Seattle to appear with the Symphony, was penned, 
"And for your 'cello, gourmet rosin." 
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